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forfeiture, done, occafioned or incutred, by the mafter or mariners, or

of them, without the knowledge of fuch owner or owners, furcher
than the value of the thip or veflel, with all her appurtenances, and the
tull amount of the freight due, or to become due during the voyage
wherein fuch embezzlemnent, fecreting or making away with, or othdr
malverfation of the faid mafter or mariners, thall be made, commmtted or
done, any law, ufage or cuftom, to the contrary in anywife notwith-
ftanding.

XXV. ano be it enated, That if feveral freighters or proprietors of
any goods, wares or merchandife, fhull.fuffer any lofs or damage by any
of the means aforefaid, in the fame voyage, and the value of the fhip or

~ veflel, with all her appurtenances, and the amount of the freight due or

to become due as aforefaid, thall not be fufficient to m:ke full compeniation
to all and every of them, then fuch treighters or proprietors fhall receive
fatisfattion therefrom in average, proportionably to their refpe@ive lofles
or damage; and in every fuch cafe it thall and may be lawful to and for
fuch freighters and proprietors, or to and tor the owner or owners of
fuch fhip or veflel, or any of them, on behalf of himfeit and all the. other
part owners of fuch fhip or veflel, to exhibit a bill-in the court of ch:n-
cery for difcovering the total amount of fuch lofles or damages, and: alfo
of the value of fuch thip or veflel, with the appuistenances, and the treight
due or to become due, and for an' cquivalent diftribution and payment
thereof zmong fuch freighters and proprictors, ia proportion to their re-
fpeétive lofles and damage, according to the rules ot equity; proviced
always, that if any fuch bill thall be exhibited by or on behalt of the part
owners of fuch fthip or veffel, the plainuff or plaintiffs (h«il_anpex an. af-
fidavit to fuch bill, that he or they do not collude with any of the defen-
dants thereto, and thall thereby offer to pay the value of fuch fhip o#
veflel, appurtenances and freight, as {uch court thall dire¢t, and f{ach
court fhall thercupon take {uch mcthod for alSerlaining ﬁmhfvaluc, as: to
them fhall feem juft, and fhall direct the payment thereof in like manner
as is now ufed and practifed in cafes of interpleader. .

XXVI. |Provided alfe, and it i8 berebp Ddeclaved and enatted;: That
nothing in this. a&t contained thail extcnd, or be coaftrued to extend, to
impeach, leffen or difcharge, any remedy which. any perion or perfons
now hath or have, or thall or may hercafter have, againft all, any, and
every the mafter and mariners of {uch {hip or veflel, for and in rafpet to
any embezzlement, fecreting, or making away with, any ‘goods, wares
or merchandife, thipped on board fuch fthip or veflel, or on account of
any frand, abufe, or malverfation, of and in {fuch- mafter or mariners,
bur that it thall and may be lawful to and for every perfon and perfons fo
injured or damaged, to purfue and take fuch remedy for the fame, againft
fuch mafter and mariners, or any of them, as he or they might have done
before the making. ot this law.

XXVIL dnd be it enadied, That every naval officer, as foon as may
be after his appointment, and before he fhall enter wpon the exercife of
his office, fhall (under the penalty of one thoufand pounds: current mo-

" ney) enter into bond, with'two good and fufhcient fecurities, in the pe-

nalty of five thoufand pounds current money, which bond thall be exe-
cuted before a judge of the general court, or two juftices of the peace, by
whom the faid {ecurity fhall be approved, and the faid bond fhall be con-
ditioned as follows, to wit: ¢ That if the above bound A. B. fhall well
and faithfully execute and perform. the feveral duties required of him by
law, and {hall faithfully colle@ and receive all rates, duties, or impofts,
laid or impofed by any act of the general aflembly of this ftate, and fhall
well and truly pay to the treafury of the fhore the feveral rates,

duties,




